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Investigations of Skin Disorders
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Skin scrapings from a skin rash in the groin.
Lactophenol cotton blue preparation viewed at x 400.

Fungal elements clearly seen – typical of dermatophytes
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Terminology of Skin Lesions

13



14



Macule = small flat area of altered colour or texture

15



Papule = small solid elevation of skin <5mm

16



Nodule = solid mass in the skin >5mm

17



Plaque = elevated area of skin > 2cm and without substantial 
depth

18



Vesicle = circumscribed elevation of skin < 5mm and containing 
fluid

19



Bulla = circumscribed elevation of skin containing fluid (>5mm)

20



Pustule = viscible accumulation of puss in the skin

21



Abscess = a localised collection of pus in a cavity >1cm
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Weal = elevated, white, compressible area (dermal oedema)

24



Papilloma = nipple-like mass projecting from skin

25



Haematoma = a swelling from gross bleeding

26



Burrow = a linear or curvilinear papule caused by burrowing 
scabies mite

27



Comedo = plug of keratin and sebum wedged in a dilated 
psilosebaceous otiface

28



Telangiectasia = visible dilation of small cutaneous blood vessels

29



Scale = flake arising from the horny layer

30



Crust = scale composed of dried blood or tissue fluid

31



Ulcer = an area of skin in which the entire epidermis and part of 
the dermis

32



Excoriation = an ulcer or erosion due to scratching

33



Lichenification = thickened skin area with accentuated markings

34



Fissure = a slit in the skin

35



36



Stria = streak –like, linear, pink, purple or white lesions due to 
changes in connective tissue
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Manifestations of Skin Disorders
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Pathogenesis
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Dermatitis
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Erythematous Scaly Eruptions
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The Histology of Psoriasis
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Treatment
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Treatment
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Treatment
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Pilosebaceous Disorders
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Bacterial Skin Infections
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Fungal Skin Infections

142



143



144



145



146



147



148



149



150



151



152



Viral Skin Infections
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Parasitic Skin Infections
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Pigmentation Disorders
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Benign Tumours
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Malignant Tumours
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